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1.The Logistics Platform of Marche region 

1.1 What is it? 

The Marche Logistics Platform is an integrated logistics 
infrastructure made up of three hubs - seaport, dryport 
and airport- to promote the 4PL (Fourth Party Logistics 
Service Provider) business model: a neutral service 
provider to supply chain operators, shipping 
companies, forwarding companies and rail companies. 

 

 

Picture 1: Location of Marche Logistics Platform infrastructures 

 

1.2 Integration of services 

The growth of freight flows cannot be reached without 
a good management model and a service integration 

policy to support efficiently-run logistics infrastructures. 
An essential element is also, the cooperation between 
operators and institutions, such as the customs  
services, to be able to compete with the European 
hubs. The PLM mission is the integration of local 
industrial district and the transport & logistics systems 
with other networks to boost local community 
competitiveness level in an environmental-friendly 
approach. 

1.3 Interporto Marche in the international context. 

The PLM is a key element of the logistics platform of 
Central Italy thanks to the logistics hubs of Ancona sea-
port, Falconara international airport and Jesi freight 
village. The logistics platform of Central Italy shares the 
mission of improving the competitiveness level of local 
community and understands the importance of 
Interporto Marche freight village as the  key 
infrastructure for the intermodal transport growth in 
Central Italy. The European Parliament decisions dated 
December 2013 pinpoints Interporto Marche as one of 
the “Rail-Road Terminals (RRT)” of the European 
intermodal  Core Network. The EU Parliament’s 
resolution links Marche region to the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean corridor through the Adriatic rail line 
Bologna-Ancona. This is a milestone award to remark 
the strategic importance of Interporto Marche  hub. 
Only fourteen  Italian RRT terminals are part of the TEN-
T: the nearest to Marche region are Bologna (North-
bound), Pomezia (West-bound) and Bari (South-bound). 
The December 2013 EU Parliament’s decision has an 
impact on the transport policy making till 2050 and on 
the financial resources available from 2014.  
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Picture 2: Ten-T network 

 

1.4 Economic and environment sustainability. 

The efficient use of rail transport is the real competitive 
advantage for local economies and territories since it 
brings about a drastic reduction of air pollution level, 
road congestion and road casualties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 3: the evolution of the market  

 

The outcome of a recent study -carried out by Parma 
University Engineering Dept- shows that rail transport 
energy consumption and CO2 emission level is 1/6 of 
road transport levels.  

Therefore, rail transport is a social-economic and 
environmental-friendly mean of transport.  

 

1.5 Networking  

The implementation of the Northern European 
“hub&spoke” logistics approach brings the focus on the 
importance of infrastructures as the key element of 
successful industrial activities.  

 

2 The European Project MED.I.T.A. - MEDiterranean 
Information Traffic Application 

2.1 What is it? 

M.E.D.I.T.A, “MEDiterranean Information Traffic 
Application” is one of European projects under the E.U. 
Med programme and is a practical example of a fruitful 
innovation of the transport sector in an environmental-
friendly approach. Interporto Marche company is one 
of the Italian project partners.  

M.E.D.I.T.A, (Mediterranean Information Traffic 
Application) project aim is to establish an “Intelligent 
Freight Corridor” among Valencia, Livorno, 
Jesi/Ancona, Bar and Patras (Tripoli as Greek 
stakeholder) to study origin and destination of goods, 
freight typology and quantities carried in the 
Mediterranean area regardless of transport modes. 
Such tracking and tracing procedures are possible 
thanks to the implementation of a low cost technology 
- passive RFID UHF - to the currently working systems. 
Further to this, the ultimate goal is to reduce the 
waiting time needed to check-in, causing long queues 
at gates, and the environmental pollution produced by 
waiting vehicles. 
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Figura 4: Logo MED.I.T.A. 

 

 

2.2 Implementation  

The Logistics Platform of Marche region means the 
integration of industrial activities and transport & 
logistics system sharing the aim of boosting business 
competitiveness level in an environmental-friendly 
policy. MED.I.T.A. - MEDiterranean Information Traffic 
Application - is a clear example of how it is possible to 
implement an environmental-friendly and efficiently-
run innovation of the  transport system. 

 

2.3 Outputs of the project 

 Fast access to infrastructures such as port, 
logistics centres, highways. It will be reduced 
waiting time needed to check in, which causes 
long queues at gates; thanks to the traffic 
forecasting activity, the goods' trips can be 
better optimized. The whole system will hence 
reduce pollution produced by stopped vehicles 
and not-optimized paths; 

 Mediterranean goods tracking network. The 
system will build a virtual network over the 
infrastructural one, implementing automatic 
control of vehicles' load and reading 
information about the path followed; 

 Ad hoc data mining processes. The system will 
implement processes able to manage and 
control the large amount of data, generated 
by such a pervasive system; it will 
automatically give back statistical information 
about the paths used by goods and their 
classification: an easy-to-read report will 
always be released after a defined checking 
time; 

 Web platform sharing information among 
members of MED.I.T.A. project or other 
authorized interested parties. All partners will 
be able to access an unique and shared system 

managing data and their statistical 
elaboration; 

 Promotion and dissemination of the system 
and results obtained. 
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